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RYE & DISTRICT BONFIRE SOCIETY 
Minutes for the Extra Ordinary Bonfire Planning Meeting held on Monday 3rd November 2014 

 at the Queen’s Head , Landgate, Rye, by kind permission. 
Present : 
Francis Warren, Sandra Warren, Paul Carey, Charlie Carey, Malcolm Mayhew, Kevin Mayhew, Patsy Hughes,  
Simon Bowler,  Rita Kirk, Dave Barnes, Marion Buss, Bob Booth, Brian Gasson, Ian Foster, James Foster, 
Dave Lawton, Tim Watson, Ruth Palmer, Irene Cuthbert, Carol Arnold, Charlotte Moon, Emma Moon, Chris 
Beaven, Richard Nutting, Julian Cheese, Peter Read, Jimper Sutton.  
 

1. Apologies for absence 
Neale East, Margaret O’Neill, Christine Chivers, Wayne Wadey, John Izod, Peter Chandler, Richard Todd, 
Pete Ridgers, Ashley Booth, Bob Mitchell, Laurence Chivers, Francis Rowe, Hannah Moon, Joan Ridgers, 
Troy Beales,  Charlie and Denise Saxby, Adrian Pettitt, Liz Mitchell, Willie Wicking, Jackie Rowe, Andy Tollett, 
Margaret Stoodley, Dave Wood, Brian Cutting 

 
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd October were signed as a true record. 
 

3. Matters Arising 
Jempson’s Truck - Patsy confirmed that we would have use of the Jempson’s truck for bonfire with the added 
bonus that it had been recently serviced. 
Dende - Charlie confirmed that we have the band Dende to parade directly behind the Rye banner.  Thanks 
were extended to Carol and Sandra for contacting the band to play and parade for us. 
Site Entrance to The Salts - Paul confirmed that he had met with the Parks Officer for Rother Venus Blunden 
regarding the deep muddy lake which presently formed the site entrance to the Salts.  Venus gave Paul her 
promise that repairs would be carried out to the area before Friday.   
Vehicles Parked in the entrance to the Salts - Simon asked if Paul had spoken to Venus regarding the 
situation of vehicles continuously parked illegally in the entrance to the Salts.  Venus had put notices on the 
windscreens of the offending vehicles and they had not been seen since parked in the entrance. 
Parking -Dragon & Burning Boat – Confirmed that both could be parked at Rye Fisheries post parade. 
Gas Certificates – Francis confirmed that he had been in touch with Dave Lawton regarding the certificates. 
Guy Fawkes-Jimper made a request to place a life sized guy on the bonfire on the Saturday morning 8th 
November.  This was agreed. 
Illumination of the Bonfire Site – It was confirmed by Paul that Venus had also sanctioned erecting lights at 
the side of the Bowling Green to illuminate the field.   
Action: Brian to pick up aluminum scaffolding from Guestling on Saturday morning so that the lighting 
might be erected. 
The Count – Patsy confirmed that the Queen’s Head had given permission for the count to take place from 
4.00pm in the back room. 
Action: As many members as possible requested to come along and help the count – many hands 
make light work! 
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4. Correspondence 
Rita had been in communication with Gail Duff of Rabble.  They are a Morris Group who parade in green and 
yellow tatters.  We are in receipt of their Public Liability Insurance and they have therefore been invited to join 
the parade 
Ruth, Secretary from Robertsbridge confirmed that Centurions are available and looking forward to carrying out 
the chairing down once again.   
We have heard from Ann French, Secretary of Waterloo.  They will bring a full coach of members to Rye. 
An invitation had been received from Winchelsea to attend their event on 8th November.  As this was the same 
date as our own event, we declined their invitation whilst wishing them luck. 
Hawkhurst Road closures for their event on 22nd November still outstanding. 
Action: Rita to prompt Hawkhurst that we are awaiting road closure times in order to arrange transport 
to their event. 
 

5. Membership 
No renewals .  However, it was noted that there would be temporary membership for the two Fellow’s boys 
who would step in to operate the dragon as Brian is not available this year.   
Rita enquired regarding temporary membership for friends of bonfire offering to marshall for the evening.  It 
was confirmed that their names should be recorded in the minutes to enable them to be covered by our Public 
Liability Insurance.  Patsy confirmed that her bucketeers were listed by her and therefore would be covered 
and Paul would have his Marshalls listed in the same way. 
 

6. Safety Issues 
Final walk round by Claudia Barbara on Saturday 8th with Ian/Paul.  It was thought that Paul and/or Ian 
may be called upon to carry out a final walk round with the Police at some time during Saturday.  It was 
mentioned that Claudia had carried out an inspection with the Police Inspector at Battle and the Battle 
Inspector had requested Jempson’s Budgens not to sell alcohol.  The store acquiesced to the request and 
actually closed their store at 7.00pm.  We are not aware of any such request being made here in Rye. 
 

7. Updates from Captains 
Fire Carts – Bob reported that they were in good order and already in use. 
Torches – Mayhew Brothers reported all torches dipped and ready  
Dragon – Francis reported that the modifications were well under way and added that Graham would be 
running the tractor on the front. 
Burning  Boat  - Dave Lawton, nothing major needed and all would be up and running by the weekend. 
Cracker Barrels – Could be delivered to Willie’s house- ruled out as Willie was occupied elsewhere most of 
the day.  Top of Marley Road also suggested.  However, Paul suggested that they could be left at his building 
site in Lea Avenue which would be most suitable as it was situated very near to the start of the parade. 
Pallets – Simon confirmed that at present 2 loads of pallets would be coming from Marshal’s and 3 from Rye 
Wharf.  However, there was always the possibility of obtaining more pallets if it was considered necessary. 
Action: Paul asked everybody to see if they knew the whereabouts of a boat that we might burn on the 
fire.  At the moment we were without our usual burning boat. 
Effigy – Ian reported that, in his opinion, the effigy produced by Willie was very good.  It would be placed on 
the fire on Saturday morning.  It was confirmed that there were no projectiles contained within it – all contents 
being ‘foiled in and covered over’. 
Programmes – Ian confirmed that programmes would be ready on Tuesday.  The delay had been due to a 
programme crash due in part the 68 page content.  Ruth and her Team were congratulated on the outstanding 
work they had done in collecting advertisement copy and therefore revenue for the programme. 
Bucketeers – Patsy confirmed that the 30 new buckets would be issued to collectors to start with on Saturday 
before issuing the older ones.   
Floats – Charlie enquired regarding the entries of floats in the parade this year.  Ian reported that although he 
had received enquiries, nothing had been confirmed therefore the parade would be ‘floatless’ this year. 
Procession – To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the First World War an appeal was made by our 
President Jimper Sutton for all members to wear a poppy somewhere on their Bonfire uniform this year. 
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Pyrotechnics -  Ian appealed for help from the Pyro team – help needed to fuse up.   
Action: Andy, Harry and Pyro team please come forward to help with fusing up. 
 
Safety  
 Paul confirmed that everything was OK unless something untoward happened.  He warned all members to be 
vigilant and exampled incidents at Battle bonfire last Saturday when fireworks were thrown from spectators into 
the parade.  We were asked to take photographs of any such incident on mobile phones and gather what 
evidence we could in the unlikely event that it should happen to us.  We would need to get the Police involved 
in such an incident. 
 
Programme Selling 
It was confirmed that Margaret O’Neill would be at Jempson’s on Thursday morning with John Izod selling 
programmes.  Peter Read confirmed that he would be outside Adam’s the Printers on Friday and Saturday and 
Sandra offered to help.  Ian also confirmed that he would deliver them around to the major outlets as soon as 
they were ready. 

 
8. Any Other Business 
Scaffolding 
Discussion took place with regard to various buildings on the parade route which had scaffolding around them..    
Ian had sent an e-mail to The George in Rye which owns one of the buildings.   Ian advised that at present 
scaffolding only remained around Poppy’s and The Martello Bookshop in the High Street.  He said that the 
scaffolding around the Martello Bookshop would gradually be coming down although there is no platform on 
one and the other will need netting or boarding. 
Chairing Down 
It was confirmed that Ian has the chair in his cellar, Christine has the hat and cape and Brian to collect the 
fireworks for Juta’s garden from Ian on Saturday. 
Coning Military Road 
It was confirmed that coning of Military Road will go as far as Swiss Cottage 
Action: Whoever is coning Military Road to leave space for the Community Bus  
Marshals etc 
Radio’s to be collected from Paul at the 6.30pm meeting for marshals outside the Community Centre at 
6.30pm on Saturday.   Paul asked those present to encourage their friends to come along and help as 
marshals.  Simon confirmed that our own Marshals would be underwritten by Inspire. 
It was confirmed that the maroon for Laurence to mark the start of the parade, crackers for the boat and yellow 
jackets were to be collected from Ian at Adam’s  
Raffle Tickets for Christmas Draw 
 Ruth gave out books of raffle tickets for members to sell.  Money and ticket stubs to be returned at the 
December 10th meeting. 
Money Allocated for good causes 
Francis suggested that these funds, which had already been allocated at an earlier meeting, should be handed 
out at a ceremony at the December 10th meeting.  The recipients to be invited and refreshments provided. 
Action: Arrangements to be discussed with Ian, Rita, Francis in conjunction with the Landlord of the 
Queens Head, Ian Potter. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00 pm 

Date & Time of the next Bonfire Meeting 

Wednesday 12th November  8.00pm  
at the Queen’s Head Pub, Landgate – Back Meeting Room 
 
This meeting to focus on the 8th November Bonfire – Reports from Captains please. 
 
 
 
………………………………………Chairman                         ……………………………Date 


